Physician Numbers: 2008 
Recently released data from the American Medical Association (AMA) show that, the number of physicians in the U.S. continued to grow in 2008. According to the AMA’s own data:
· The Number of Doctors is Increasing

The total number of physicians in the U.S. rose to yet another record high in 2008, the most recent year for which data are available. There were 954,244 physicians in the U.S. in 2008, nearly 13,000 more than the year before. 

· The Number of Doctors is Increasing Faster than Population Growth

The increase in physicians outpaced the increase in population once again. The number of physicians per 100,000 population is at an all-time high of 309. The increase of physician numbers compared to population growth has climbed steadily for decades. There are now twice as many physicians per 100,000 population as there were when the American Medical Association began tracking figures in the 1960s.

· The Ratio of Doctors to Population is Higher in States WITHOUT Caps than in States with Caps
The number of physicians per 100,000 population was 21 percent higher in states WITHOUT caps than in states with caps (346 v. 285) in 2008. 
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Source: American Medical Association, Physician Characteristics and Distribution in the U.S., Various Editions.
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